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. 2004 CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger award winner
. One of the classic Bernie Rhodenbarr mysteries

. Burglar series optioned for filming by George Clooney

Literary agent Anthea Landau, legendary resident of the Paddington Hotel, is auctioning off her
personal correspondence from enigmatic writer Gulliver Fairborn. The reclusive Fairborn can't
afford to outbid the collectors who are fighting to get their hands on the letters. Bernie
Rhodenbarr's at the Paddington Hotel to make sure they never do. Bernie breaks into Anthea
Landua's suite. And finds her...dead. The police burst in, and Bernie takes a fire escape down to
an empty room, where he quietly pockets some nice ruby jewellery. Minutes later, he is under

arrest.

When Bernie is bailed out, he learns that the gems were heisted the night before he stole them.
Now, to clear his name and right some terrible wrongs, Bernie must solve a murder or two, track
down a rival jewel thief, retrieve the missing letters, find the rubies' rightful owner, and still

manage to protect the elusive Gulliver Fairborn...without getting caught.

"...Lawrence Block's language - is dry and droll and elegant, like how Dashiell Hammett would write if he was still doing the
Thin Man books today..." - The Guardian

"...For clean close-to-the-bone prose, the line goes from Dashiell Hammett to James M Cain to Lawrence Block. He's that
good..." - Martin Cruz Smith

Lawrence Block lives in New York with his wife. He has written over fifty books, won four Edgar awards, four Shamus Awarc
is a Grandmaster of the Mystery Writers of America and has just been awarded the 2004 CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger awar:
for a lifetime's achievement in crime writing. His series of nine Burglar books, eight Tanner titles and The Chip Harrison

omnibus of 4 novels are all published by No Exit.
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