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'Paul Cain' was the pseudonym George Carrol Sims, who also used the name Peter Ruric for his 

screenwriting work. He grew up on the rough streets of Chicago and claimed to have travelled extensively  in 

his early life through central and South America, Europe and north Africa, but little concrete information is 

available about him apart from the fact that he dated Hollywood actress Gertrude Michael, upon whom the 

character of Granquist in Fast One is based. 
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• First ever No Exit title, originally published in 1987 

• Superb retro cover 

• Classic hardboiled novel of the 30’s 

 

“Some kind of high point in the ultra hard-boiled manner” - 
Raymond Chandler 

 

Fast One is possibly the toughest tough-guy and most brutal gangster story ever 

written. Set in Depression Los Angeles it has a surreal quality that is positively hypnotic. 

It is the saga of gunman-gambler Gerry Kells and his dipso lover S. Granquist (she has 

no first name), who rearrange the LA underworld and "disappear" in an explosive climax 

that matches their first appearance. The pace is incredible and relentless and the 

complex plot with its twists and turns defies summary. One Los Angeles reviewer called 

the book 'a ceaseless welter of bloodshed'; while the Saturday Review of Literature 

thought it 'the hardest-boiled yarn of a decade.' 

Fast One was originally a collection of stories featuring the gambler/gunman Kells. 

The tales ran in Black Mask magazine from 1931-1932 

 

 
For a review copy or further information, please contact  

Chris Burrows PR on 0161 445 6635 or email chris@burrows7487.fsnet.co.uk 
No Exit Press, PO Box 394, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 1XJ Tel/Fax 01582 761264   

www.noexit.co.uk/titles/fast_one_243.php 
Distribution UK: Turnaround, 3 Olympia Trading Estate, Coburg Rd, London N22 6TZ 
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