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CRITICAL ACCLAIM: 
 
 ‘China's Kerouac’ - New York Times  

"...Wang Shuo is the real thing, and the stuff that comes out of his head is the stuff 
of true satire..." - Nicholas Lezard, The Guardian  

BIOGRAPHY: 
Wang Shuo is a national bestseller in China. With over 20 novels and 10 million copies of 
his books in print, Wang Shuo has influenced generations of Chinese readers, from students 
to workers, drifters to intellectuals. His work has been translated into Japanese, French, 
English, Italian and many other languages. Playing for Thrills was his first novel to be made 
available in the West and was followed by Please Don't Call Me Human, both published by 
No Exit Press. 

DESCRIPTION: 

Stephen King called Playing for Thrills, Wang Shuo's stupendous debut novel, 'perhaps 
the most brilliantly entertaining hardboiled novel of the 90's...Raymond Chandler crossed 

with Bruce Lee.'  

Now Wang Shuo, easily China's coolest and most popular novelist, applies his genius for 
satire and cultural irreverence to one of the world's sacred rituals, the Olympic games. In 

Please Don't Call me Human, he imagines an Olympics where nations compete not on the 

basis of athletic prowess, but on their citizens' capacity for humiliation - and China is 
determined to win at any cost. The novel's anti-hero is a slacker pedicab driver from 

Beijing, a degenerate nihilist who rips off his own face in order to win the gold for China. 

Banned in China for its 'rudeness' and 'vulgarity', this astonishing, tripped-out novel is 
filled with the kind of word play and outlandish antics that have earned Wang Shuo his 

own genre, 'hooligan literature'.  For a review copy, or for further information, 
please contact: Chris Burrows PR  
+44 (0)161 445 6635 
chrisburrows_authorpr@btinternet.com 

UK Distribution: Turnaround 
3 Olympia Trading Estate 
Coburg Rd 
London N22 6TZ 
Tel: +44 (0)208 829 3000 
Fax: +44 (0)208 881 5088 
www.turnaround-psl.com 
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Imagine an Olympics where nations compete not on the basis of
athletic prowess, but on their citizens’ capacity for humiliation

– and China is determined to win at any cost…


