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Conman is the story of young Neil Martin, a kindly family man. A bit geeky, a bit nerdy. If you met him, you would assume he runs a failing comic memorabilia store in London’s Soho. Which he does. In order to bail himself out of a huge stock-ruining, poster sopping basement flood, he needs to claim on his insurance. Which he would do - if he’d remembered to pay his premium. Terrified of losing everything, Neil reluctantly agrees to help Christopher – a passing confidence trickster – use his premises for a big sting. So the con is on and the trap is set.
But things are never as they seem in the twilight world of the confidence man. And when Christopher’s real target is revealed, Neil finds himself plotting, switching, swapping and scamming for revenge, for redemption. And for his life.

Somewhere in the shadows, where High Fidelity meets The Usual Suspects, where David Mamet meets Ben Elton, Conman will keep you laughing, guessing and up all night until the last page is turned and the breathtaking truth is revealed.

Reviews CONMAN

"With a quote from Tony Parsons on the front and a comparison with Ben Elton on the back this is a book I wouldn't normally touch with a bargepole but it is much better than those namedrops would suggest. When Neil's business falls on hard times he befriends a dodgy conman - and then things really start to go breasts uppermost. More Jake Arnott than Tony Parsons - thank god. (***)" Scott Pack - meandmybigmouth.co.uk

"As well as being highly witty, this book portrays the desperation and sheer terror of a man on the brink of destruction. (****)" OK Magazine
“…the genius of the clever cons, the suspense of never quite knowing who is conning who and what the back-up plans are - but with a very British sense of humour…” Amazon.co.uk
“Asplin is an excellent writer. He has a playful style, genuine comic timing and wit. But this is all counter-balanced by a streak of British absurdism, where existential despair rubs shoulders with belly-laughs.” Amazon.co.uk
Praise for previous novels:
". . .It's faced paced and laugh-out-loud funny. . ."  New Woman

"Richard Asplin's romp through Hollywood is comic and thrilling. I whipped one page over so fast it tore." Ben Hatch, author of The Lawnmower Celebrity

"[Asplin] has a light touch, and manages to keep the humour from clogging up the thriller part. The gags fit in nicely with the tough-talking, wisecracking world of mobsters and movie moguls...The multi-stranded story is a real page-turner, the action cracks along and the sharp, sassy wit makes for an entertaining, sometimes brilliantly funny, read...a stylish thriller rife with funny repartee - seriously." Steve Bennett Chortle.co.uk
"… a rapid ride through a twisted, paranoid plot peopled with characters so outrageous and extreme that they're probably based on real-life figures…Despite the novel being subtitled "a thriller with jokes", it actually works the other way around. The plot is clever and far-reaching, but mostly it serves as a malleable frame upon which Asplin can hang every gag he's ever written…Yip, it's all here, and it's all good.”  MICHAEL LARSEN New Zealand Herald
"The funniest debut novel since "The Rachel Papers." Big hair, big heart, big talent - Asplin is the first blue-chip young novelist of the twenty-first century. Catch him if you can!" - Tony Parsons
"...comic genuis of the highest order, Asplin proves he is the new Ben Elton..." booksetc.co.uk
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Richard Asplin is thirty seven year old writer living in South London. 
He has been involved in the book industry since 1993 in various roles from salesman, to merchandiser, children’s storyteller to humour books buyer, customer service manager to events-coordinator for Books etc.
Previously to these, he has sold men’s underwear, baby clothes, been a guitar teacher, graphic design student, journalist, political cartoonist, film critic, songwriter and was a professional stand-up comedian for 2 years.
A lover of early Woody Allen movies, Richard Dawkins, neo-swing, Elvis Presley, Superman comics, vintage guitars and his wife he lives more or less contentedly with bi-polar disorder, a questionable haircut and a day job teaching sales skills to Sony UK staff.

